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Biography 
 
Rex E. Gerald was an anthropologist, teacher, and museum director at the University of 
Texas at El Paso. He received his Bachelor’s degree from the University of Arizona in 
1951. During the Korean War he served as a physical anthropologist for the Central 
Identification Unit of the U. S. Army in Japan and Korea. Upon returning from the war, 
he enrolled in graduate school at the University of Pennsylvania where he received his 
M.A. in 1957. While in graduate school, he worked on excavations at Point of Pines, 
Arizona, Hermit's Cave, New Mexico, and Janos, Chihuahua, Mexico. In 1958, he came 
to El Paso and became the Director of the Centennial Museum at the University of 
Texas at El Paso. He served as director of the museum for 22 years, and he was the 
"driving force behind the museum's involvement in Contract Archaeology".1

 

 He received 
his Doctorate of Philosophy from the University of Chicago in 1975. In the 1970s, he 
researched Indian groups of the El Paso area. His findings were instrumental in federal 
recognition of the Tigua tribe of Ysleta del Sur Pueblo. Rex E. Gerald died on May 13, 
1990. 

Series Description 
 
The Rex E. Gerald papers are arranged in six series:  Series I. Correspondence; Series 
II. Research; Series III. Reports and Surveys; Series IV. Articles and Papers; Series V. 
Slides and Photographs; and Series VI. El Paso Centennial Museum Office Files. 
 
Scope and Content Notes 
 
The Rex E. Gerald papers consist of correspondence, articles, photographs, slides, and 
research files related to his long career as an anthropologist, teacher, and museum 
director. Series I. includes two small files of letters related to various projects 
throughout his career.  The second series contains research notes primarily related to 
kinship. Reports and surveys relating to El Paso and the West Texas area which were 
prepared and submitted by Rex E. Gerald are in the third series. This series contains 
reports about digs in Arizona and in Casas Grandes. Series IV. contains articles written 
by Rex E. Gerald and includes a copy of The Artifact; the publication of the El Paso 
Archaeological Society, containing five favorite articles by Rex Gerald published 
posthumously with a memoriam to him. Series V. contains slides of various 
archeological sites --primarily in Mexico, but including some sites around the 
Southwest.  The last series holds Gerald’s office files from his years as director of the 
Centennial Museum on the campus of the University of Texas at El Paso. 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Martin, Deborah, "Introduction, Collected Papers of Rex E. Gerald", The Artifact, vol. 8 no. 3, 1990. 



 

Provenance Statement 
 
The Rex E. Gerald papers were donated by Deborah Martin in 1991. The Centennial 
Museum at the University of Texas at El Paso transferred three more boxes of Gerald’s 
office files to the University Library in August 2009.  
 
Restrictions 
 
No access restrictions 
 
Literary Rights Statement 
 
Permission to publish material from the Rex E. Gerald papers, 1949-1986, MS353, 
must be obtained from the C. L. Sonnichsen Special Collections Department, The 
University of Texas at El Paso Library.  Citation should read, Rex E. Gerald papers, 
1949-1986, MS353, C. L. Sonnichsen Special Collections Department, The University 
of Texas at El Paso Library. 
 
 
Container List 
 
Box # Folder #  Date 
 Series I. Correspondence 
1 1 Correspondence 1954 – 1986 
1 2 Letters on Social Systems Response to Famine 

Stress 
1976 

 Series II. Research 
1 3 “The Indian in Literature” 1920 
1 4 Research in Middle American Archaeology 1925 
1 5 Sinaloa 1928 
1 6 The Maya of Middle America 1931 
1 7 Southwestern Historical Quarterly  1936 
1 8 An Introduction to Pawnee Archeology 1936 
1 9 Notes of the Ruins of San Agustin 

Acasaquastlan Guatemala 
1937 

1 10 Kinship Chart 1961 
1 11 Bibliography of Selected Documents From 

Janos, Chihuahua,  Mexico 
1964 

1 12 Geochron Laboratories Inc. 1965 
1 13 Kinship 1966 
1 14 Kinship 1966 
1 15 Kinship 1966 



 
1 16 Kinship 1966 
1 17 Kinship Opata  
2 1 Hells Canyon Archeology 1967 
2 2 On Tikopia Social Space 1969 
2 3 “The Henderson Site: Colonial Hohokam  in 

North Central Arizona” 
1970 

2 4 “Early Neolithic Skeletons From Catal Huyuk 
Demography and Pathology”  

1971 

2 5 “Disease and Culture in the Ancient East 
Mediterranean” 

1971 

2 6 “Genetic and Social Factors in a Cypriote 
Village” 

1972 

2 7 “Paleoecology, Paleodemography and Health” 1973 
2 8 “Prehistoric Land Use Patterns in the Animas 

Valley” 
1976 

2 9 A Bibliography of the Archeology of 
Southwestern Colorado 

1978 

2 10 A Bibliography of Arizona Archaeology  for 1979 1981 
2 11 A Bibliography of Arizona Archaeology 1981 and 

1982 
1983 

2 12 A Bibliography of Arizona Archaeology  1986 
2 13 Monitoring of Castner Range Nat. Reg. 

Archaeology District Borrow Pit at N.W. Corner--
notes 

1984 

2 14 Zuma [Suma] Indians, Mexico  
 Series III. Reports and Surveys 
2 15 Reprints of various articles  
2 16 Arizona – Webb Ruin (76 Ranch Site) by Duffen 1937 
2 17 Mexico – Northwestern Chihuahua Expedition 

Dig and Survey 
1954 – 1955 

2 18 Mexico – Casas Grandes, Di Peso’s Journal 1957 
3 1 Brewster Co. 1984 
3 2 Culberson Co.  Three Mile and Sulphur Creeks 

Diversion Ditch 
1978 

3 3 Culberson Co.  Lobo Overhead Power 
Transmission Lines 

1981 

3 4 General Aviation Runway El Paso International 
Airport 

1974 

3 5 Northeast El Paso Sewage Treatment Plant 1975 
3 6 Northwest  El Paso Dams 1976 
3 7 Northwest  El Paso Dams 1976 
3 8 McKelligon Canyon Dam El Paso 1976 
3 9 Pleasant Hills Subdivision Northeast El Paso 1977 
3 10 Village East Estates Subdivision East El Paso 1977 



 
3 11 Shearman Industrial Park, El Paso 1977 
3 12 Lamplighter Heights Subdivision East El Paso 1978 
3 13 North-South Freeway  Northeast El Paso 1986 
3 14 Blackie Chesher Park Expansion, El Paso Co. 1989 
4 1 Castner Range Ft. Bliss Range Dam Project 1972 
4 2 Castner Range, Ft. Bliss Wilderness Park 

Museum 
1974 

4 3 Castner Range, Ft. Bliss Borrow Pit Activities 1985 
4 4 Castner Range, Ft. Bliss, Easternmost Sections. 1975 
4 5 Canutillo, Clint, Fabens Sanitary Landfill Areas 1977 
4 6 Horizon City – El Paso Co. 1984 
4 7 Vinton and Clint Landfill Areas El Paso 1983 
4 8 Vinton and Clint Landfill Areas El Paso 1983 
4 9 Socorro Mission, El  Paso Co.  Re - Roofing 1984 
4 10 Socorro Mission, El Paso Co. Light Pole 

Installation Activities 
1986 

4 11 Tramway Guadalupe Mountains National Park 1973 
4 12 Hudspeth County Low -Level Radioactive Waste 

Disposal Site 
1988 

4 13 Rio Grande, Ft. Quitman to Tri-County Line 
Hudspeth Co. 

1980 

4 14 Rio Grande Presidio Co.  I. B. W. C. 1980 
4 15 Ruidosa to Haciendita Presidio Co. 1980 
4 16 Gold Fields Mining Corporation near Shafter, 

Texas 
1981 

 Series IV. Articles/Papers 
5 1 “An Archeological Salvage Project in Hudspeth, 

Co. Texas 
1959 

5 2 Oriental Despotism 1959 
5 3 Casas Grandes Mission Proposal 1957 
5 4 “Portrait of a Community” 1966 
5 5 Human Occupation of the Paso del Norte Area 1970 
5 6 The Theoretical Basis For Artifact Identification 1970 
5 7 “A Conceptual Frame Work For Evaluating 

Saldo and Saldo Related  Materials in El Paso 
Area” 

1976 

5 8 Distribution of Conservation Type Water Control 
System in the Northern Sierra Madre Occidental 

1988 

5 9 “Archeology of Finlay Mountain Area”  
5 10 The Artifact Collected Papers by Rex E. Gerald 

Ph. A 
1990 

 Series V. Slides and Photographs 
5 11 Southwest 1949-1981 
5 12 Ariz., N.M., W. Texas; Tumacacori, AZ.; Father 1950 



 
Kino re-enactment: San Jose Mission 

5 13 Janos; Tortugas; N. S. de Guadalupe; La 
Conquistador El Paso 

1954 –1981 

5 14 Petroglyphs Alamo Mt., Hueco Tanks, Willow 
Tanks, Mimbres River 

1958 

5 15 Village East Estates Pleasant Hills 1977 
5 16 Shafter, TX 1980 
5 17 Los Esteros Site 48, San Lorenzo, Santa Clara 1982 
5 18 Socorro Mission Re-roofing 1981 
5 19 Socorro  Mission Re-roofing 1984 
 
Series. VI. El Paso Centennial Museum Office Files 
 
6 1 University of Arizona (1 of 2) 1963-1979 
6 2 University of Arizona (2 of 2) 1963-1979 
6 3 “B”—General correspondence 1963-1980 
6 4 “C”—General correspondence 1963-1980 
6 5 Cleofas Calleros 1962-1964 
6 6 University of California 1963-1978 
6 7 University of Chicago 1965-1970 
6 8 Center for Anthropology 1977-1980 
6 9 Chamizal National Memorial 1969-1971 
6 10 University of Colorado 1965-1977 
6 11 Council of Underwater Archaeology 1967 
6 12 Crossroads of the Americas, Inc. 1964-1965 
6 13 “D”—General correspondence 1963-1980 
6 14 Dictaphone Corporation 1967-1970 
6 15 Diamond, Rash, Leslie, and Schwartz 1971 
6 16 “E”—General correspondence 1963-1979 
7 1 Richard R. Ellison 1965-1974 
7 2 El Paso Arts Council 1971-1973 
7 3 El Paso Chamber of Commerce 1961-1977 
7 4 El Paso City Historical Commission (see also El 

Paso City Planning Cultural Resources 
Committee) 

1980 

7 5 El Paso City Planning Cultural Resources 
Committee (see also El Paso Historical 
Commission) 

1971-1978 

7 6 El Paso Community College 1972-1978 
7 7 El Paso Convention and Visitors Bureau early 1970s 
7 8 El Paso County Historical Commission (1 of 2) 1976-1981 
7 9 El Paso County Historical Commission (2 of 2) 1976-1981 
7 10 El Paso County Historical Society 1966-1971 
7 11 El Paso—Environmental Impact Statements 1971-1979 



 
7 12 El Paso Herpetological Society 1974-1975 
7 13 El Paso Heritage Foundation 1974-1978 
8 1 El Paso Mineral and Gem Society 1964-1977 
8 2 El Paso Museum of Art 1964-1977 
8 3 El Paso Public Schools 1965-1978 
8 4 “F”—General correspondence 1962-1979 
8 5 Federal Research Project 1974 
8 6 Ferdinand Roten Galleries 1967-1977 
8 7 Field Museum of History 1965-1970 
8 8 Robert Fink 1968-1969 
8 9 Ford Foundation 1961-1966 
8 10 Fort Worth Museum of Science and History 1960-1970 
8 11 Freestone County Historical Survey Committee 1963-1964 
8 12 “G”—General correspondence 1963-1979 
8 13 Larry Goodwin 1979 
8 14 “H”—General correspondence 1963-1980 
9 1 Health, Education and Welfare—H.E.W. (Dept. 

of) 
1978-1980 

9 2 Hemisfair ‘68 1967-1968 
9 3 Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, 

Interagency Archeological Services 
1975-1979 

9 4 Hueco Tanks Project (includes slides, 
postcards)  

1965-1968 

9 5 Recommendations Concerning the Recreational 
and Educational Uses of the Hueco Tanks 
County Park 

1967 

9 6 Proposed Land Use Master Plan – Hueco Tanks 
County Park 

1967 

9 7 Hueco Tanks Advisory Committee (includes 
photographs and slides) 

1966-1968 

9 8 “I”—General correspondence 1963-1979 
10 1 Inter-American Council, Texas Western 

College—minutes 
1963-1964 

10 2 International Boundary and Water Commission 1969-1980 
10 3 International Council of Museums 1964-1969 
10 4 “J”—General correspondence 1963-1979 
10 5 Junior League—EXPO Steering Committee 1978-1979 
10 6 “K”—General correspondence 1964-1979 
10 7 Kenya, National Museum of 1977 
10 8 “L”—General correspondence 1964-1980 
10 9 Leakey [Richard] lecture in El Paso 1975-1977 
10 10 Library of Congress 1968-1978 
10 11 Life 1969 
10 12 “M”—General correspondence 1963-1980 



 
10 13 Michigan State University 1968-1971 
10 14 Midland Archaeology Society 1967 
10 15 Mountain Plains Museums 1964-1977 
10 16 Museo Frissell, Oaxaca undated 
10 17 Museum job openings 1972 
10 18 Museum of International Folk Art 1968 
10 19 Museum of New Mexico 1963-1980 
10 20 Museum of Northern Arizona 1968-1978 
11 1 “Mc”—General correspondence 1964-1974 
11 2 “N”—General correspondence 1963-1980 
11 3 National Endowment for the Arts 1972-1979 
11 4 National Park Service 1972-1979 
11 5 National Park Service—Public Hearing Notices 

for Guadalupe Mountains and Carlsbad Caverns 
1971 

11 6 National Park Service Underwater Archeology 1971-1974 
11 7 National Science Foundation 1969 
11 8 Network for Analysis of Fireball Trajectory 

(NAFT) 
1968-1969 

11 9 New Mexico, University of 1963-1969 
12 1 “O”—General correspondence 1964-1980 
12 2 “P”—General correspondence 1964-1980 
12 3 Peabody Museum 1965-1976 
12 4 Pecos Conference 1965-1976 
12 5 Planet Earth—teaching aid 1958 
12 6 Portfolio 1968-1969 
12 7 Prescott College 1969-1970 
12 8 “Q”—General correspondence 1967 
12 9 “R”—General correspondence 1963-1980 
12 10 Rice University 1971-1976 
12 11 Rocky Mountain Council for Latin American 

Studies 
1963-1968 

12 12 “S”—General correspondence (folder 1 of 2) 1963-1971 
12 13 “S”—General correspondence (folder 2 of 2) 1971-1980 
13 1 School Directories (Personnel)—El Paso 

Independent School District, 1968-1969; 
Diocese of El Paso—1971-1972 

1968-1969; 
1971-1972 

13 2 Science Fair 1963-1965 
13 3 Sierra Club—El Paso Region 1971-1977 
13 4 Smithsonian Institution 1963-1980 
13 5 Sociedad Mexicana de Antropologia 1976-1980 
13 6 Sociedad Mexicana de Geografia y Estadistica 1969 
13 7 Society for American Archaeology 1963-1980 
13 8 Southern Illinois University 1969 
13 9 Southwestern Anthropological Association 1973 



 
13 10 Southwestern Monuments Association 1970 
13 11 University of Texas at El Paso Business Office 

(folder 1 of 2) 
1963-1972 

13 12 University of Texas at El Paso Business Office 
(folder 2 of 2) 

1973-1979 

13 13 University of Texas at El Paso Credit Union 1966-1968 
13 14 University of Texas at El Paso Development 

Office 
1971-1980 

13 15 University of Texas at El Paso Payroll  1969-1980 
13 16 University of Texas at El Paso Police Dept. 1965-1980 
13 17 University of Texas at El Paso President—

announcements (folder 1 of 2) 
 

14 1 University of Texas at El Paso President—
announcements (folder 2 of 2) 

 

14 2 University of Texas at El Paso President 
correspondence 

1958-1980 

14 3 University of Texas at El Paso Purchasing Office 1964-1980 
14 4 University of Texas at El Paso Vacation and 

Holiday Schedule 
1962-1980 

14 5 University of Texas at El Paso Vacation and 
Sick Leave—Centennial Museum (includes list 
of museum employees) 

1962-1979 

14 6 University of Texas at El Paso Vice-President 
for Business Affairs 

1970-1980 

14 7 University of Texas at El Paso University 
Research Institute 

1967-1975 

14 8 Upward Bound 1966-1969 
 


